









































242 @@ LETTERS TO AND FROM MARIANNA MARTINES

The letters of our great Metastasio are now in good hands; and we will see
them as soon as they are published. We are all enjoying, thank heaven, perfect
health. My sister and my brother insist that I pay their respects, thanking you for
remembering them, and I reaffirm myself, forever . . .

Martines to Burney, January 25, 1795

Charles Burney, in the preface to his Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the Abate
Metastasio (London: Robinson, 1796), xii-xv, explained that in his efforts to
assemble as much information as possible about the librettist, he

ventured to address a letter to his eleve and executrix, the accomplished Mademoiselle
Martines, at Vienna, telling her of my design, and specifying all the materials | had been able
to collect for its accomplishment. At the same time entreating her to inform me whether
it would be possible to augment them by public books or private anecdotes? And had the
satisfaction of being assured by this lady (the person best qualified to answer my question)
after perusing the list of books I had procured previous to writing the life of Metastasio,
that “she could recollect no others; nor could those of whom she had enquired.”

Burney then presented a longer excerpt from Marianna’s letter:

They have been printing here, ever since the month of June, 1794, the genuine
letters of Metastasio to his friends, and other particular pieces, of which I send
you a catalogue, and which I have ceded to a young physician, Dr. Lewis Careno
by name, an Italian, settled here with great reputation in medecine and litera-
ture; he intends to make three editions at the same time, two in the form of that
of Paris, 1780, and one in that of Venice of 1781.

The first volume has left the press ever since October, 1794, and the second is
near finished; so toward the month of April next all the three volumes will appear
under the title of Opere postume dell’ Abate PIETRO METASTASIO, Vienna, 1795.
In the first will be found a manuscript well worthy of the author: Osservazioni da
me fatte sulle Tragedie e Commedie Greche, which takes up a third part of that volume;
then begin the selected letters. In the next volume, the letters are continued,;
and the third will contain letters and billets written by the late empress MARIA
TERESA, and little poetic pieces collected from his writings. The impression will
be executed with the utmost elegance and neatness. For your further informa-
tion, I have inclosed a copy of the Printer’s advertisement.

I would be more circumstantial to you with regard to the Bard; but that I see
you are furnished with the best books concerning him, and may draw thence a
deal of information. If in any thing else I may be of service to you, it will give me
true satisfaction, as it does to assure you of that real esteem with which I am, Sir,

Your most humble servant
MARIANNE MARTINES
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I.iurney continued: “This extract, literally copied from the original letter with
which I have been favoured, I could not resist including in my Preface; not onl
. . . . g
for the information it will afford the admirers of Metastasio . . . but as a speciy
men of the marvellous accuracy with which this ingenious lady is able to write in

a language, which she h i . :
Islancgl;f’ 8 € has acquired at the distance of a thousand miles from our
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